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MISSOURI GOVERNMENT 


Greitens ha 


Proclaiming his innocence, once-ambitious governor announces 
that his aa term in office will come to an end Friday 


NER 


RT COHEN St. Louis Post-Dispatch via AP 


Missouri Gov. Eric Greitens leaves the podium after announcing his resignation from the governor’s office. Greitens’ resignation will take effect at 5 p.m. Friday. 


BY JASON HANCOCK 
AND BRYAN LOWRY 
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blowry@kcstar.com 


JEFFERSON CITY 

Eric Greitens stormed into the 
governor’s office in January 2017 
vowing to clean up a state govern- 
ment he said was corrupt. 

He resigned Tuesday — effec- 
tive at 5 p.m. Friday — just as 
abruptly as he had arrived on 
Missouri's political scene, his 
career buried under an avalanche 
of scandal and felony charges. 

Even as he announced his his- 
toric decision to step down, Grei- 
tens asserted his innocence and 
argued that he was the victim of a 
political conspiracy. 

“This ordeal has been designed 


to cause an incredible amount of 
strain on my family. Millions of 
dollars in mounting legal bills, 
endless personal attacks designed 
to cause maximum damage to 
family and friends,” he said. 

“It’s clear that for the forces 
that oppose us there is no end in 
sight. I cannot allow those forces 
to continue to cause pain and 
difficulty for the people that I 
love.” 

Greitens is the first Missouri 
governor to resign since 1857, 
when Trusten Polk left office 
during his second month as gov- 
ernor to take a U.S. Senate seat. 

Mike Parson, 63, a fellow Re- 
publican and former sheriff who 
served 11 years in the General 
Assembly before being elected 
lieutenant governor in 2016, will 
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@ Missouri lawmakers react. 8A 

@ St. Louis criminal case is resolved, but 
special investigation continues. 9A 

@ Once again, soon-to-be-ex governor only 
seems sorry for himself. Editorial, 14A 


take over as Missouri’s 57th gov- 
ernor. He’ll finish Greitens’ term, 
which runs until January 2021. 

A Rhodes scholar and former 
Navy SEAL, Greitens was once 
considered one of the brightest 
stars in the Republican Party — a 
rock star who traveled the country 
campaigning for his fellow GOP 
governors, all while building his 
national profile and donor base 


SEE RESIGNATION, 9A 


Next governor could prove 
polar opposite of Greitens 


BY JASON HANCOCK, BRYAN LOWRY 
AND STEVE VOCKRODT 
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JEFFERSON CITY 

Lt. Gov. Mike Parson was 
herding cattle on his Bolivar farm 
when he found out that he’ll 
become the 57th governor of 
Missouri in three days. 

“With Governor Greitens’ 
decision to resign from office, he 
has put the best interests of our 
state and all Missourians at the 
forefront where they belong,” 


said Parsons in a 
written statement. 
“This is a deci- 
sion that will 
allow our state to 
heal and move 
forward from 
what has been a 
difficult time. This 
is an enormous 
responsibility serving as our 
state’s next governor, and I am 
ready to fulfill the duties of the 
office with honor and integrity, 
and with a steadfast commitment 


Mike 
Parson 
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TRUMP CRACKS 
DOWN ON CHINA 


President Trump announces 
a tariff on $50 billion in 
Chinese imports and new 


limits on investments in U.S. 


high-tech companies. 16A 
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A HISTORY OF 
BROKEN PROMISES 


Ancestry.com officials say 


trust is their priority, but over 


the last five years they have 
reneged on promises to 
consumers and partners. 6A 
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WORLD 


INMATE ON LEAVE 
KILLS THREE 


A prison inmate on 
48-hour leave kills two 
police officers and a 
civilian before being killed 
by police in Belgium. 7A 
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